
Welcome back to the 

2nd semester of school!  

Some of our remote 

learning students are  

returning to us this      

semester.  We look      

forward to seeing them.  

Students will be back in 

the building January 5th! 

Our next break will be 

January 18.                 

Also, instead of using 

our scheduled make-up 

days for weather related 

closings, our school will 

be closed on February 

15, March 12, and April 

23, and the days will be 

considered school      

holidays used for         

additional deep cleaning 

of our schools.  On an 

unrelated calendar note, 

any weather-related   

closings for the            

remainder of the school 

year will be eLearning 

days.  

Please don’t forget the 

students will go outside 

for recess unless the 

wind chill falls below 10 

degrees.  Students need 

to be dressed for the 

weather!  If they want to 

play in the snow, they 

will need snow boots, 

snow pants, a coat that 

will zip, hat and gloves!  

If they are not dressed 

appropriately they will 

still go outside, but will 

have to play on the    

sidewalk or basketball 

court.  Our nurse doesn’t 

have enough clothing to 

change each child that 

comes in wet from the 

outside elements.  Please 

label your child’s items!  

Each year we have so 

many lost items that are 

never claimed and we 

donate them to the 

Goodwill.  If your child 

has lost an item, please 

have them come check 

the lost and found in the 

front office.   

Miss Kim 

Heading Into The New Year! 
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Extraordinary People 

Arcola’s PTO has been 

trying to keep the spirit 

high among staff and 

students this year.  In 

December, everyone was 

treated to popcorn!  A 

much favorite treat 

missed by all this year!  

Staff members were 

treated to a Holiday 

lunch from CASA’s a 

gift card from Starbucks 

and homemade soaps 

made by one of our very 

own families!   

They have also treated us 

to breakfast with Panera 

bagels and coffee!  

Thanks to all the par-

ents who donated money 

to treat so amazingly!   

WE VERY MUCH  

APPRECIATE IT! 

Mrs. Perfect, Principal 

SPELLING BEE 2020 

Fifth graders worked hard 

getting ready for the 

Spelling Bee and all of that 

hard work paid off for Izzy 

Knitter! She was this years 

Spelling Bee winner. Lila 

Gorlesky was the runner up.                            

The Bee was proctored by 

Mr. Kaduk.  Mrs. Fuhrman 

and Mr. Elder were judges.   

The championship word was 

“Scandinavia”.                

This years Bee was a little 

different than most years 

with having to social      

distance.  The students used 

the gym to spread out and 

the 4th graders didn’t get to 

watch this year.                   

Congratulations to all of the 

5th grade students for  

standing up to a microphone 

in front of their peers to   

participate!  That can be 

difficult!  Way to go 5th 

grade.  They spelled a total 

of 149 words in 17 rounds. 



 

Welcome back and welcome 

2021!  We are all excited to get 

back to school.  Hoping everyone 

had a great break and enjoyed the 

time spent at home. 

We will be starting the year off 

with 4 Square.  This is a student 

favorite and I am excited to get 

playing. 

Please remember the students do 
need gym shoes for class.  These 
shoes are to remain at school, so 

they are clean to wear to PE.  
With January and February being 
our heavy snow months, boots 

worn to school are not allowed to 
be worn for PE class. 

P.E. Central                      Mrs. Eakright 

It has been a semester like no other!   There have been so many changes.  Although it has been very weird to 

have a music class where we didn’t sing, it has been interesting and refreshing to immerse ourselves in     

Western Classical Music.  It has been neat to tap into the music knowledge base that many kids already have 

by studying the composers of some of the most famous classical music in our world.  So many of the songs we 

have studied have been familiar to the students and it has been fun to watch their faces light up when they 

heard a song they recognized.  Often music we have studied has been playing in the hallways at Arcola.  Never 

in my elementary teaching career have I spent so much time on this type of music with students and it has been 

a real joy.  I am sure that they received a wonderful introduction to the world of classical music and hope that 

they are lifelong lovers of this type of music.   

Looking ahead to next year, we are going to begin a study of the different genres of music.  Although there is a 
lot of music in the classical realm, that is not the only form of music out there.  During the second semester, 

we will study the following genres: jazz, Latin, hip hop and rap, blues, contemporary Christian music, country, 
rock ‘n roll, traditional folk, gospel, classical, pop, opera, and musical theatre.  I am so excited to share this 
wide variety of music with your students.  I am also looking forward to all the great things that 2021 has to  

offer.   

Musical Notes                      Mrs. Leahy 

Healthy Tid Bits                    Nurse Brenda Jones, R.N. 

Winter Reminders 
• With the cold weather comes an increase in nose bleeds.     

Placing a cold humidifier in the bedroom will help, along with 

saline nasal spray or petroleum jelly. 

• Please remember to bring your hats and gloves for outdoor   

recess. 

• Please continue to be diligent in washing your hands!        

Handwashing decreases the potential risk of getting a virus or passing it along to    

others. 

• Don’t forget to send water bottles in with your students! 

• Please keep an extra mask in your students bag – accidents happen! 



Want to know what your child is doing in art? By the end of every week, I load our current lessons onto my canvas 

page. Visit the grade level buttons at the   bottom of the art home page: 

 

 

 

 

 

Then click the grade level you want to view. You should see illustrated tables 

like this one: 

Click on the image for the week that you want to view. 

Students who are on extended absence can view the lessons and read the 

information.                                                                                                                    

This will help them when they get back to school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sketchpad Skills 

The skills will be very useful in future art lessons. This lesson can also be found on the Sketchpad button on my home 

page. 

Items needed/ wanted/wished for: gallon size zip bags 

Did you know? In years past, every January, I refresh the art room art caddies with glue refills, new crayons, and new 

markers. This year students must bring their own art boxes to art in order for us to comply with Covid protocol. Some 

of our students may need their art box ‘refreshed” as I am seeing lots of broken crayons, amd missing markers etc.  

Consider Starting their second semester off with a new box of crayons or markers.  

Art at Home Tip: Also, in years past, students could look forward to cutting snowflakes in their spare time during art 

class. It is an activity that we will forgo this year, since I haven’t enough trays and handbrooms to minimize the mess 

it makes. They will surely be missing it, so consider letting them try at home. I have tutorials on my canvas page, in 

the ‘extra’ button. Coffee filters make for the most fun experience and they’re fairly inexpensive. If you have your 

child sit on an old sheet spread out on the floor during this activity, then clean up is as easy as grabbing the sheet by 

the four corners and shaking it out in the trash bin. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14JOPSxrRVs1aNvVR_ZJAvwRITPE0VdG6WRLMTAHWhttps:/docs.google.com/presentation/d/14JOPSxrRVs1aNvVR_ZJAvwRITPE0VdG6WRLMTAHWxes/edit?usp=sharingxes/edit?usp=sharing


Perfect’s Page 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you each had quality time with family during our break.  (Probably smaller 

gatherings, but just as meaningful.) We are ready to get back into the swing of 

things, offering as many student opportunities as we can, while being creative in 

our delivery.   

Overall, we did very well at Arcola in maintaining attendance during the first    

semester.  Thank you for your part in this success.  We need to remain diligent in 

our efforts.  

I want to give a special thank you to Nurse Brenda who works closely with the 

department of health in following proper procedures for prevention, sharing      

information, making quarantine phone calls, up-dating us with testing-sites, etc.  

She has done it all with her nursing wisdom and her mothers-heart. This has been 

a huge job that she has done without complaint, while keeping her up-beat attitude 

intact.  She is much appreciated! 

Thank you for your support as we move into the second semester.  Grateful to be 

here.  

Kathleen Perfect  


